
Teacher Professional Development Series

The Language of Persuasion 
- Calls to Action 
Example 1: English (Year 10)

APro Sarah Prestridge



APro Sarah PrestridgeThe Language of Persuasion

Principles for Student to Student Online Engagement



APro Sarah PrestridgeThe Language of Persuasion

• English, Year 10, 5 lessons.

• Sub-strand of the Unit “The Language of Persuasion - Calls to Action” – This sub-strand focuses on identifying and analysing 
persuasive purpose, visual and verbal strategies, and effectiveness of advertisements and/or film commercials on ethical issues. 

• Australian Curriculum, English: 

    Content Description:

• Analyse how the text structures and language features of persuasive texts, including media texts, vary according to the medium 
and mode of communication (ACELA 1453). 

    Elaboration:

• Discussing how particular perspectives of the same event are portrayed though the combination of images and words in 
various media texts. 

• Summative Assessment: Multimodal assignment task which is to prepare an advertising brief or submission in which students 
create, develop, and promote an ad on an environmental issue of their own choice.

Context
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• Evaluating an author’s use of particular textual structures and language features in achieving persuasive purpose. 

• Analysing a range of persuasive texts, including persuasive speeches and advertisements, that address ethical issues and 
position readers/viewers to take action. 

• Discussing how particular persuasive purposes are achieved though the combination of images and words in multimodal texts.

• Creating persuasive texts using verbal and visual persuasive strategies to position readers to take up the invited reading.

Aims
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Content facilitated by the teacher
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Overview
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Group work- Breakout Group Activity

Task group member roles: Manager, Writer and Presenter.
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Presentation and discussion based on group work
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Presentation and discussion based on group work

Roles for speakers:

• Objective

• Emotional

• Pessimistic

• Optimistic

Roles for audience:

• Noting pro-arguments

• Noting contra-arguments
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Different Roles in Discussion

• Supports time management skills 

• Observes conduct and academic honesty policies

• Promote full participation

• Effectively monitor the tone and emotion of their 
communications with students

• Encourage and support communication between 
students 

• Fosters participation and collaborations

•  Manage student communication 


